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TAC Attack is not directive in nature. Recommendations are intended to comply with existing directives. Opinions expressed are
those of the authors and not necessarily the positions of TAC or USAF. Mishap information does not identify the persons, places, or
units involved and may not be construed as incriminating under Article 31 of the UCMJ. Photos and artwork are representative
and not necessarily of the people or equipment involved.

Contributions are encouraged, as are comments and criticism. We reserve the right to edit all manuseripts for readability and
good taste. Write the Editor, TAC Attack, HQ TAC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA 23665-5001; or call AUTOVON 574-3658.

Distribution F(X)is controlled by TAC/SEP through the PDO, based on a ratio of 1 copy per 10 persons assigned. DOD units
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Colonel Jay Callaway
Commander, 363 TFW
Shaw AFB, SC

“F ighter pilots have to rove in
the area allotted to them in
any way they like, and when they
spot an enemy, they attack and
shoot him down . . . anything else is
rubbish!”

This has been a basic premise in
fighter aviation since Baron von
Richthofen made the statement
during World War 1. To be success-
ful, an individual must be both com-
petitive and aggressive — two
critical elements in the makeup of
any fighter pilot’s personality.
These are absolute requirements in
the business of flying fighters.

A few years ago when I attended
the Canadian Defence College, I
had an opportunity to travel around
the world. Throughout the Pacific,
Middle East and Europe as well as
North and South America, one
impression of Americans continued
to stand out. That was that Ameri-
cans, on the whole, possess an
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Many people complained that the early shoulder
straps rubbed against the neck or upper body. Ameri-
can automakers designed tension relievers to encour-
age belt use. They work like a window shade — yank to
roll up, pull slowly to lengthen. With this design, the
tension reliever slackens the belt every time the
motorist leans forward or moves around.

The design makes the person wearing the belt
responsible for keeping the belt adjusted tightly, both
when buckling and after moving around. It’s impor-
tant to keep the belt tight —accidents always are
unexpected.

For best protection, a shoulder belt should have no
slack. That is particularly important for short drivers
who sit far forward to reach pedals — they can easily
collide with the steering wheel during a crash.

‘While most American cars have tension relievers,
new-car buyers will find zero-slack shoulder belts in
imported cars. Zero-slack belts always stay tight.

Properly worn safety belts prevent injuries, and
help prevent accidents by giving the driver better
control. A belt can’t be too tight during a crash. Put it
on tight, and make sure it stays tight. You're not fully
protected unless you do.

— Courtesy, Mr. John Fobian, “Let’s Talk Cars,’ Ameri-
can Automobile Association.

Seat belts - the tighter,
the better

A buckled safety belt is not enough protection dur-
ing an accident. Belts must be buckled and
properly adjusted.

During a crash, a person moves forward at the same
speed as the car. The shoulder belt keeps the upper
body from colliding with the car. And, a tight lap belt
holds the driver behind the wheel, helping him control
the car.

First, the lap belt must be tight. In many cars, the
lap-and-shoulder belt is one continuous strap. The belt
slides through a tongue or latch plate at the buckle.
Motorists can tighten such a lap belt by pulling up on
the shoulder belt just above the buckle.

In some cars, the end of the buckle between the
front seats has a plastic cover that keeps the buckle
upright. It allows easy buckling, but tends to pull the
belt away from the motorist. When the belt is buckled,
the plastic cover should follow the contour of the body.
If not, the lap belt is too loose.
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ANG AFR

DEC | F\T{H::U DEC DEC ‘ :;H:: DEC

CLASS A MISHAPS 011 010

AIRCREW FATALITIES 010 0o
* IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS 0/0]1/0 0/010/0
» OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS 0/0]0/0 0/0]10/0
» (SUCCESSFUL/UNSUCCESSFUL)

TACS TOP 5 thru DEC 1987
1st AF 9th AF 12th AF

318 FIS
325 TIW 507 TAIRCW
57 FIS

5 FIS 354 TFW
48 FIS 347 TFW

366 TFW
58 TTW

35 TTW
474 TFW
388 TFW

ANG [ AFR

182 TASG
110 TASG
138 TFG

177 FIG
114 TFG

482 TFW
924 TFG
906 TFG
507 TFG
917 TFW

CLASS A MISHAP COMPARISON RATE

(CUMMULATIVE RATE BASED ON ACCIDENTS PER 100,000 HOURS FLYING TIME)

28 AD
USAFTAWC
USAFTFWC
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